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Foreword

From serving members and veterans of the armed services to defending religious liberty to
championing interracial justice in the 1960s, the Knights of Columbus has always addressed
the religious, social, and material needs of Catholics and others since its founding in 1882. As
Americans struggled to rebuild their bonds of brotherhood in the wake of the Civil War, the
Order strengthened ties among its members according to the Catholic principles of charity,
unity, and fraternity. The end of the 19th century was also a period of United States history
marked by heightened anti-Catholic sentiment. It was in this environment that members began
to establish “Permanent Homes” or Home Corporations to provide a space for members to meet
for social interaction and charitable activity. As overt anti-Catholicism has decreased and
Catholics have become more integrated into society, the Church and the Knights of Columbus
are now facing new challenges.

Today, proclaiming the New Evangelization is essential to the mission of the Catholic Church
and the Knights of Columbus. The Order recognizes how important it is for its members to bear
witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ through their councils and in their parishes. That is why
the Knights of Columbus, in 2015, launched Building the Domestic Church While Strengthening
Our Parish, its new Orderwide initiative to strengthen families and parishes. This initiative
requires that we accelerate the process of moving away from Home Corporation-based councils
and moving toward parish-based councils. After careful study, we have concluded that members
are expending valuable time and resources managing Home Corporation facilities, diluting the
mission integrity of the Order and impeding the charitable works of councils.

I am asking every council using facilities owned by Home Corporations to undertake a
serious assessment of how that relationship either supports or detracts from the council’s ability
to fulfill the mission of the Knights of Columbus. I am also asking councils to carefully consider
whether they may better fulfill the mission of the Knights of Columbus to build the domestic
church and strengthen the parish by re-locating to a local parish. For those councils that
continue to use Home Corporation facilities, as well as those councils that may wish to become
parish-based, this publication provides practical guidance on how councils can support the
mission of the Knights of Columbus and the Catholic Church today and into the future.

%ﬁm

Carl A. Anderson
Supreme Knight




Council No. 284, Montreal, Quebec, 1920-1929.
(Photo courtesy Knights of Columbus Multimedia Archives)

Introduction

The Knights of Columbus conducts its charitable and fraternal mission through an extensive
network of subordinate councils, which are prohibited from owning real property. Subordinate
councils are unincorporated associations holding charters from the Knights of Columbus or
otherwise approved by the Board of Directors of the Knights of Columbus; they are subject to
dissolution or merger according to the Order’s laws. Subordinate councils have the discretion to
choose a suitable location to conduct their activities in light of the mission and identity of the
Knights of Columbus. The Supreme Council has strongly encouraged councils to meet at a local
parish, in accord with the original vision of Father McGivney.

In the past, individual members of some subordinate councils decided on their own to form
corporations outside the control of the Knights of Columbus for the purpose of buying real
property and owning buildings where their councils could establish a “permanent home.” These
corporations came to be known as “Home Corporations.” “Home Corporation” is a generic term
for what are variously known as “permanent homes,” “home associations,” “council halls,”
“Columbus Clubs,” “KC Clubs,” and “Knights of Columbus Clubs.” Home Corporations are
independent legal entities formed under the applicable laws of the jurisdictions in which members
of local councils are situated. They are not subordinate units of the Knights of Columbus and are
not subject to the Charter, Constitution, and Laws of the Order. The properties and buildings
owned by Home Corporations are not owned, operated, or maintained by the Knights of Columbus.
The Home Corporations, and not the Knights of Columbus, are solely responsible for all
liabilities arising from the properties and the activities conducted there.

4




Many Home Corporations have decided to operate side businesses to help pay taxes, utilities,
insurance premiums, and other expenses arising from the maintenance of property and a building.
Corporate side businesses have often included rentals of the corporation’s facilities to the general
public. In such situations, the business of renting facilities is carried out by and for the corporation,
not the local council or the Supreme Council. The Knights of Columbus does not authorize,
endorse, or otherwise participate in business decisions relating to rental of Home Corporation
facilities. Furthermore, the Supreme Council does not receive any revenue from the rental of
Home Corporation facilities.

Because Home Corporations are legally separate and distinct from local councils, state councils,
and the Supreme Council, they are not authorized to use the trademarks of the Knights of
Columbus. This means, among other things, that a Home Corporation may not use “Knights of
Columbus” or “K of C” in its legal corporate name. Instead, as an independent corporate entity, a
Home Corporation must develop its own original brand name and logo to market and conduct its
commercial business rentals. The corporate brand name and logo may not in any way use the
trademarks of Knights of Columbus. Accordingly, a Home Corporation should avoid branding or
marketing its facilities and business in a manner that would confuse or mislead the public into
thinking that the local council or the Supreme Council owns the Home Corporation’s property or its
rental business. Many corporations have chosen names and marketing themes for their corporate
name and business name that make sense in the context of the local community (e.g., local
landmarks, local geographical features, Catholic historical figures, Catholic Saints, local history,
street address/location, etc.). Many other corporations have gone a step further and developed
their own brand in connection with their facility rental business. To avoid confusion, Home
Corporations should not use names such as “KC Hall,” “Knights Hall,” and other similar terms.

A Home Corporation may remain a suitable location for the fraternal and charitable activities
of a subordinate council as long as the Home Corporation’s business operations and activities
do not conflict with the mission and activities of the council. In the rare event that there are
allegations of unlawful or immoral conduct at a facility owned by one of these corporations, the
Supreme Council requires the local council that meets at the facility to conduct a thorough review
of the incident in light of the mission and identity of the Knights of Columbus and to carefully
consider whether it should re-locate to a local Catholic parish.

For more than 40 years, the Supreme Council has encouraged local councils to become more
closely integrated into the life of the parishes with which they are associated. Consistent with
this policy, the Supreme Council has for many years discouraged members from forming Home
Corporations to serve as “permanent homes” for their councils and instead has urged all new and
existing councils to focus on greater involvement in their parishes. By participating more fully in
parish life, rather than concerning themselves with the operation of private social clubs and
businesses, individual members may more effectively carry out the Order’s charitable and
evangelical mission and its commitment to community service.

Today, proclaiming the New Evangelization is essential to the mission of the Catholic
Church and the Knights of Columbus in the 21st century. The Order recognizes how important
it is for its members to bear witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ in their councils and parishes.
That is why the Knights of Columbus, in 2015, launched Building the Domestic Church While
Strengthening Our Parish, its new Order-wide initiative to strengthen families and parishes. This
initiative requires, among other things, that the Order accelerate the process of moving away
from Home Corporation-based councils and moving toward parish-based councils.
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Careful study has shown that members of many councils are expending valuable time and
resources managing Home Corporation facilities, diluting the mission integrity of the Order and
displacing the charitable works of the councils. Accordingly, at the same time that the Supreme
Knight launched Building the Domestic Church While Strengthening Our Parish, he also asked
every council using facilities owned by a Home Corporation to undertake a serious assessment
of how that relationship supports the council in fulfilling the core mission of the Knights of
Columbus. This assessment should determine whether the Home Corporation’s challenges are
substantially affecting a council’s ability to carry out this core mission. This assessment should
consider such factors as:

e Whether the majority of council members’ time, resources, and attention are devoted to
addressing the problems and concerns of the Home Corporation whose facility it uses.

e Whether a Home Corporation’s property tax obligation, utility bills, liability insurance
premiums, and other expenses are so burdensome that it is forced to charge the council
and its members a disproportionate rent or other fees that may exceed fair market rents
of similar facilities in the area.

e Whether a Home Corporation struggles to find suitable rentals to pay its bills because of
competition from modern professional banquet halls and hotel facilities in the same area.

e Whether the local reputation of the Knights of Columbus is defined more by non-Knights
of Columbus rentals of a Home Corporation’s facilities than by the Order’s charitable and
evangelical mission.

e Whether there is such strife, factionalism, and outright conflict among members
concerning the Home Corporation that the Order’s principle of Unity is broken and the
council is unable to effectively carry out its essential mission and attract new members.

If a council finds that it is experiencing one or more of the scenarios described above, the
council should seriously consider relocating to a parish.

At the 132nd Supreme Convention in 2014, the Supreme Council unanimously adopted a
resolution establishing a policy requiring councils using Home Corporation facilities to enter into
written agreements governing (1) a council’s use of Home Corporation facilities (the “Terms of Use
Agreement”) and (2) how matters will be settled between the council and the Home Corporation in
the event that the Home Corporation chooses to wind up its affairs (the “Charitable Distribution
Agreement”). These agreements empower councils to identify, address, and resolve issues that
may arise in connection with Home Corporations. In establishing this policy, the Supreme Council
expects councils and Home Corporations to work together in their distinct but complementary
roles — namely, that of tenant and landlord. The Supreme Council expects that officers of councils
and representatives of Home Corporations will act in good faith to clarify the relationship
between their respective organizations in order to promote the mission of the Knights of
Columbus. In addition, it is expected that councils will become better stewards of the good name
of the Knights of Columbus and better guardians of the Order’s valuable trademarks.

The Supreme Advocate’s Office has published the Terms of Use Agreement and Charitable
Distribution Agreement, along with applicable Supreme Council resolutions and other valuable
guidance and policies, such as updated guidance regarding conflicts of interest, insurance, and
council investments. All these items are available in this “Handbook for Councils Using Home




Corporation Facilities”. This Handbook provides a full range of practical guidance to councils
using Home Corporation facilities in order to allow councils to focus more on the Order’s fraternal,
religious, and charitable programs and less on concerns associated with the operation of a private
social club.

Specifically, the Handbook includes a Council Checklist for Assessment of Council/
Corporation Relationship developed by the Office of the Supreme Advocate to help councils
carry out the Supreme Knight’s request for an assessment of the council/corporation relationship
in light of the mission of the Knights of Columbus. By following the procedures on the Checklist
and using the Assessment Score Sheet included in the Handbook, council officers can determine
whether a council should establish itself as a parish-based council. For councils that decide to
become parish-based councils, the Handbook provides a procedure that will facilitate an orderly
disengagement from a Home Corporation.

For councils that determine that a Home Corporation continues to support the mission of the
Knights of Columbus, the Handbook presents two model contractual agreements: (1) a Terms of
Use Agreement; and (2) a Charitable Distribution Agreement. The Terms of Use Agreement and
the Charitable Distribution Agreement were developed in a spirit of fraternity for councils using
Home Corporation facilities. These agreements recognize that councils, Home Corporations and
the Knights of Columbus are all separate and distinct entities, and that agreements are made
exclusively between a council and a Home Corporation. Neither the Knights of Columbus
Supreme Council nor any state council is a party to these agreements. These agreements
empower members of councils and Home Corporations to avoid potential problems before they
happen and to address problems when they occur — on their own. For councils that may decide in
the future to become parish-based, these agreements provide a framework in which to manage
such a transition. Council officers simply send out a “Meeting Notice Postcard for Agreements”
and propose the “Motion Authorizing Grand Knight or Deputy Grand Knight to Sign Terms of
Use and Charitable Distribution Agreements” .

Whether a council decides to strengthen its relationship with its Home Corporation or
transition to a parish, the Handbook provides the legal framework to make that decision as
simple as possible. However, in accordance with the Supreme Council resolution adopted in
2014, unless there is a compelling reason to the contrary, councils that continue to use Home
Corporation facilities must implement the model agreements as soon as practicable and those
agreements shall supersede any agreements that may already exist between the council and the
Home Corporation.

General guidance on a wide variety of issues facing councils using Home Corporation facilities
is readily available on the Officers’ Desk Reference under the “Councils Using Home

Corporations” tab.

John A. Marrella
Supreme Advocate
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Council No. 1356, Montreal, Quebec, Approx. 1932. (Photo courtesy Knights of Columbus Multimedia Archives)

Then and Now:

A Brief History of Councils and Home Corporations

Since its founding in 1882, the Knights of Columbus has addressed the religious, social and
material needs of its members. As Americans struggled to rebuild their bonds of brotherhood in
the wake of the Civil War, the Order strengthened ties among its members — many of whom
were veterans of the war — according to the Catholic principles of charity, unity, and fraternity.!
At the time, few social institutions for Catholics existed within heavily Protestant New England,
and there was a strong desire to own property among recent immigrants who joined the Order in
large numbers.? By the end of the 19th century, a movement began among local council members
to create “Home Corporations”? in order to secure “permanent homes” for their councils. This
popular initiative spread across the United States and Canada and over time evolved into a

I Mary Ann Clawson, Constructing Brotherhood: Class, Gender, and Fraternalism (Princeton University Press: Princeton, 1989), 125.

2 David T. Beito, From Mutual Aid to the Welfare State: Fraternal Societies and Social Services, 1890-1967 (University of North Carolina
Press: Chapel Hill, 2003), 22; Christopher J. Kauffman, Faith and Fraternalism: The History of the Knights of Columbus (Simon &
Schuster: 1992), 1.

3 “Home Corporation” is a generic term for what are variously known as Permanent Homes, Home Associations, Columbus Clubs, KC
Clubs, Knights of Columbus Clubs, etc.




movement toward men’s private social clubs that were largely supported by sales from members-
only bars, hall rentals and gaming revenues. For generations, these Home Corporations were the
sites of events such as Lenten fish fries, community dances and wedding receptions. A deep
reservoir of cherished memories and goodwill connected to Home Corporations developed among
generations of members and their families.

However, by the end of the 20th century, a combination of factors forced many Home
Corporations to sell their properties — a trend that continues today. These factors include
escalating tax and regulatory burdens, increased insurance premiums, risks of legal liability, and
the proliferation of newer and reasonably priced upscale banquet halls and conference facilities.
The Order’s leadership also came to realize that Home Corporation-based councils were not
necessarily the ideal means for councils to promote the New Evangelization* that St. John Paul II
advocated so powerfully throughout his pontificate and that the Knights of Columbus has made
an essential part of its mission. Accordingly, the Supreme Council has made a deliberate decision
to encourage councils to return to Father McGivney’s original vision of parish-based councils.

This handbook traces the historical arc of the “permanent home” movement from its
beginning to the present. It then provides practical guidance to local councils that continue to
use facilities owned by Home Corporations on how they can best position themselves for
ongoing use of these facilities. It also provides guidance to members on how they can transition
their council to become a parish-based council and transfer the proceeds from the sale of the
Home Corporation facility back to the council for charitable distribution.

Establishing Roots

As of 2014, there were nearly 2000 Knights of Columbus councils with more than 200,000
members across all 10 Canadian provinces and territories that raised and gave $22,446,635 and
9,292,926 volunteer hours. The presence of the Knights of Columbus in Canada began in Quebec
with the establishment of a council in Montreal in 1897. As of 2014, the Knights of Columbus in
Quebec have more than 500 councils across the province with 90,000 members who donated
11.4 million dollars and nearly 1.7 million hours of service to charitable causes in 2013. In that
year, Quebec was the most charitable of the Knights of Columbus’ regions.

From the start, Father McGivney envisioned parish-based councils, encouraging pastors to
“exert [their] influence in the formation of a Council in [their] parish.”® At the time, anti-Catholic
Nativism was widespread throughout the United States, particularly in New England, where
groups such as the American Protective Association worked to isolate and exclude Irish Catholics,
among others.®

In 1868, at the age of 16, Father McGivney entered the Séminaire de Saint-Hyacinthe in
Saint-Hyacinthe, Quebec. Soon thereafter, he studied at the Jesuit St. Mary’s College in Montreal

until 1873 when he returned home to Connecticut to help raise his siblings subsequent to the
death of his father.

The Home Corporation movement began in the last decade of the 19th century, when
members began on their own initiative to form corporations to purchase property and build

4 Paul VI, Dogmatic Constitution On The Church, Lumen Gentium, 31 (1964); Apostolic Exhortation, Evangelii Nuntiandi:

On Evangelization in the Modern World (1975).

5 Michael J. McGivney, letter to pastors, April 1882.

¢ Donald Kinzer, An Episode in Anti-Catholicism: The American Protective Association (University of Washington Press: Seattle, 1964).




permanent homes for their councils and venues for related activities. The initiative was
supported by the Supreme Council and members of the Church hierarchy, who saw in it an
opportunity to enhance Catholic life and culture in the largely Protestant United States. The
Columbiad — the forerunner to Columbia as the Order’s official magazine — regularly
published columns encouraging councils to establish permanent homes where members could
gather together with “the added spirit of proprietorship, the feeling one has who lives with those
near and dear to him in his own home, bought and paid for with his own money.”” Fundraising
to establish these permanent homes was conducted entirely by members of local councils.
Members held concerts and banquets and sold bonds to raise the funds necessary to build, buy or
lease a Home Corporation property. Subsequent generations of members invested their own
personal wealth and sweat equity to maintain and improve these properties.

Building a Presence

The Home Corporation movement continued throughout the 1910s and 1920s, but slowed
down during the Great Depression. The movement regained momentum after World War II, as
members, with the encouragement of the Supreme Council, purchased property and constructed
buildings. To subsidize the maintenance and improvement of these properties, many Home
Corporations rented their facilities to the public, becoming a venue for dances, concerts,
retirement dinners, wedding receptions and other events. Since there was no requirement that
these renters have a connection to the Catholic faith, many Home Corporations came to
resemble commercial businesses.
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Chevaliers de Colomb Conseil 1145 St. Jean, Que. K of C Hall, Saint-Jean-sur-Richelieu, Que. (Photo courtesy Knights of Columbus Multimedia Archives)

7 John H. Reddin, “How a Council Can Acquire a Home or Building,” The Columbiad, October 1905.
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By the 1960s, however, overt anti-
Catholic sentiment in the United States
had lost much of its former strength, due
in large part to the fact that Catholics had
become integrated into virtually every
institution of American life, including
even the nation’s presidency with the
election of John F. Kennedy, a member of
Bunker Hill Council 62 in Charlestown,
Massachusetts. Consequently, Catholics
were less inclined to segregate themselves
in Catholic social clubs such as Knights of
Columbus halls. In addition, it became
increasingly clear that the responsibilities
of managing and maintaining Home
Corporation buildings and properties were
distracting local councils from the original
mission of the Knights, since such
responsibilities diverted the councils’
energy and attention from the Order’s
charitable and fraternal programs.

By the late 1970s, the Supreme Council
recognized that in order to better serve the s o - - .
Church, there would need to be a closer Salle de Chevaliers de Colomb, K of C Club House, Saint-Jean-sur-
relationship between local councils and Richelieu, Quebec. (Photo courtesy Knights of Columbus Multimedia Archives)
parishes. As a result, the Parish Round
Table Program was established for councils to support and assist parish pastors. As Home
Corporations continued to decline, parish round tables increased as a way to promote membership
in the Order. In many ways, the Parish Round Table Program overlapped with the New
Evangelization called for by Pope Paul VI in his 1975 apostolic exhortation Evangelii Nuntiandi®
and promoted throughout the pontificate of St. John Paul I as the Order renewed its emphasis on
supporting the Church in solidarity with its priests and bishops. In an address in 1985, Supreme
Knight Virgil C. Dechant pointed out that, as the Catholic population in the United States and
Canada continues to grow, the best way for the Knights of Columbus to increase its membership
is by strengthening ties between local councils and parishes.” By participating more fully in parish
life, rather than isolating themselves in private social clubs, members could more effectively
assist the Church’s evangelization efforts through an increased emphasis on the Order’s charitable
mission and its commitment to community service.

Today’s Challenges

Today, Home Corporations face challenges that were unforeseen by earlier generations of
members, as buildings have deteriorated and member-shareholders struggle to cope with the
burdens of increased property taxes, insurance premiums and legal liabilities. In addition, the
Home Corporation business model that relies so heavily on third-party rentals is no longer
economically viable, as Home Corporations often cannot compete with newer, reasonably priced

8 Pope Paul VI, Evangelii Nuntiandi: On Evangelization in the Modern World, 1975.
? Virgil Dechant, “Knights in Action,” Columbia, February 1985.
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and richly appointed professional banquet halls and conference facilities. As a result of these
trends, many Home Corporations have already sold their properties and dissolved, while many
others remain only marginally stable and are consequently vulnerable to risks and liabilities.
Although some Home Corporations have managed to remain financially solvent, state deputies
and the Office of the Supreme Advocate continue to receive numerous requests for assistance in
handling disputes, liabilities, injuries and controversies that arise in connection with Home
Corporations. These matters frequently lead to litigation in which the local council, state council,
and even the Supreme Council are sued. Factions often arise among members over how the
proceeds from the sale of Home Corporation facilities should be distributed.

Finally, many Home Corporations experiencing financial distress sometimes agree to rent their
facilities to individuals and organizations that use the buildings for purposes that are inconsistent
with the mission and identity of the Knights of Columbus. These rentals cause reputational harm
to the Order in the council’s local community, on social media and the Internet, and,
consequently, around the world.

Looking Forward

At the 132nd Supreme Council meeting in August 2014, the Supreme Council passed a
resolution regarding the relationship between councils and Home Corporations. In Resolution 340
(Appendix A), the Supreme Council adopted a policy requiring councils using Home Corporations’
premises to have a Terms of Use Agreement and a Charitable Distribution Agreement. In late
2015, the Supreme Knight asked every council using facilities owned by a Home Corporation to
undertake a serious assessment of how that relationship supports the council in its fulfillment of
the core mission of the Knights of Columbus. This assessment should determine whether Home
Corporation issues are substantially impacting a council’s ability to carry out this core mission
and whether it is time for the council to move into a parish.

In handling countless inquiries, the Office of the Supreme Advocate has developed an
extensive practical knowledge of the problems that frequently arise between local councils and
the Home Corporations whose facilities they use. In response to these situations and requests for
help, a Council Checklist for Assessment of Council/Corporation Relationship (page 16) has
been developed. By following the procedures on the Checklist and using the Assessment Score
Sheet (page 20) included in this handbook, the officers will determine if the council should
establish itself as a parish-based council. In the event the officers reach this decision, following
the procedures on the Checklist, they will send out the Meeting Notice Postcard for Disengagement
(Appendix B) and propose the Motion for Disengagement at the meeting (Appendix C).

On the other hand, if the officers determine that the Home Corporation continues to support
the mission of the Knights of Columbus, following the procedures on the Checklist, they will
send out the Meeting Notice Postcard for Agreements (Appendix D), and propose a motion
authorizing the grand knight or deputy grand knight to sign the Terms of Use and Charitable
Distribution Agreements (Appendix E). The Terms of Use Agreement (Appendix F) and the
Charitable Distribution Agreement (Appendix G) have been developed in a spirit of fraternity
for councils using Home Corporation facilities. These agreements recognize that councils, Home
Corporations, and the Knights of Columbus are all separate and distinct entities, and that any
agreements are made exclusively between a council and a Home Corporation.
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Neither the Knights of Columbus Supreme Council nor any state council is a party to these
agreements. These agreements empower members of councils and Home Corporations to avoid
potential problems before they happen and to address problems when they occur — on their own.
For councils that may decide in the future to become parish-based, these agreements provide a
framework in which to manage such a transition. Whether a council decides to strengthen its
relationship with its Home Corporation or to transition to a parish-based council, this handbook
provides the legal framework to make that decision as uncomplicated as possible.

For those councils who wish to transition directly to a parish-based council, there will be no
need for a Terms of Use Agreement. However, those parish-based councils may still need a
Charitable Distribution Agreement. In response to such situations, an alternative version of the
Charitable Distribution Agreement (Appendix H) for use without the Terms of Use Agreement
has been developed.

Every council officer should understand and adhere to his obligations of good faith and loyalty
to the council. In order to assist with an understanding of this obligation, a conflict of interest
guidance summary, with a conflict of interest disclosure form, is included in this handbook
(Appendix I).

As a result of conflicts that have arisen between members of councils, the Supreme Council
in 2014 passed Resolution 341 (Appendix J), regarding distribution of a council’s assets on
dissolution. Although Resolution 341 is not directly related to a council’s use of Home
Corporation facilities, experience has shown that councils often disengage from a Home
Corporation at the same time that they wind up their affairs and dissolve. Therefore, Resolution
341 is included here for ease of reference.

For those councils who receive funds under the Charitable Distribution Agreement or have
other funds to invest, they should consider engaging Knights of Columbus Asset Advisors
(Appendix L) to undertake a prudent investment plan among other options.

Ultimately, the guidance
contained in this handbook
is meant to equip members
with the tools necessary to
solve their problems locally,
so that they may more
effectively support the
mission of the Knights of
Columbus and the Catholic
Church. What follows are
examples and illustrations of
actual cases from the field
demonstrating some of the
problems which Home
Corporations face (Section 1),
as well as opportunities to
further the charitable
mission of the Knights of _
Columbus (Section 2) Council 1128, Quebec, Canada. (Photo courtesy Knights of Columbus Multimedia Archives)
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Examples and Illustrations
Section 1: Difficult Problems

The following scenarios, which are based on actual incidents, are examples of some of the most
difficult problems that can arise between councils and Home Corporations. Each scenario refers
to specific sections of the agreements that are intended to address and resolve these problems.

Scenario 1: A Home Corporation rents its facility to a group planning a New Year’s Eve party
titled “The Capricorn Fiasco.” Fliers for the party on Facebook feature several scantily-clad
women and boast of music by D] SexyPants, a “sick” dance floor, and cash prizes to the
“hottest ladies in the club.” The flier lists the event’s location as “Knights of Columbus Hall”
and mentions that the event is BYOB. Underage drinking occurs and a fight breaks out in the
parking lot. Shots are fired. The police are called, and the next day the local newspaper
mentions the incident as having occurred at the local “Knights of Columbus Hall.” A lawsuit is
filed against both the Home Corporation and the council.

Resolution: Terms of Use Agreement Section 10.1 prohibits Home Corporations from
using the Trademarks of the Knights of Columbus, including “Knights of Columbus” and
“K of C.” Section 10.2 prohibits Home Corporations from using the Trademarks in their
legal name. Section 10.4 requires the Home Corporation to include a Rental Agreement
Addendum in its standard rental contract to protect the Order’s marks from infringement
by any third-party renters. Section 11 provides guidelines to the council for properly
displaying the Order’s Trademarks on Home Corporation facilities. Section 9 requires
that Home Corporations must maintain liability insurance, including Dram Shop
Liability insurance, in connection with the operation of its bar. Section 9 also requires
the Home Corporation insurance to name the council as an additional insured on its
policy. In the event that the Home Corporation continues to allow third-party renters to
infringe on the Order’s Trademarks and to damage the reputation of the Knights of
Columbus, Section 16 allows the council to terminate the Terms of Use Agreement on
the basis that such infringements constitute a material breach of the agreement.

Scenario 2: A pro wrestling event is held at a Home Corporation facility. Tweets and Facebook
fliers refer to “the baddest fight you will ever see” and list the event’s location as “Knights of
Columbus Hall.” YouTube videos posted of the event depict two women cage fighting with the
Knights of Columbus name and emblem clearly visible in the background.

Resolution: Terms of Use Agreement Section 10.1 specifies that Home Corporations are
prohibited from using the Trademarks of the Knights of Columbus, including “Knights of
Columbus” and “K of C”. Section 10.2 prohibits Home Corporations from using the
Trademarks in their legal name. Section 10.4 prohibits third-party renters from using any
of the Order’s Trademarks in promoting the event of the renter on the premises. Section
9 requires that Home Corporations maintain Commercial General Liability insurance.

In the event that the Home Corporation continues to allow third-party renters to infringe
on the Order’s Trademarks and to damage the reputation of the Knights of Columbus,
Section 16 allows the council to terminate the Terms of Use Agreement on the basis that
such infringements constitute a material breach of the agreement.

Scenario 3: A bartender at a Home Corporation bar serves alcohol to underage minors during a
council-sponsored charitable event held at the Home Corporation. The minors are Killed in a car
accident upon leaving the event. Both the Home Corporation and the council are sued, and the
incident causes widespread notoriety for the council. Subsequent investigation reveals that the
liquor license was erroneously issued in the name of the council rather than the Home Corporation.
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Resolution: Terms of Use Agreement Section 6.2 prohibits the service of alcoholic
beverages at fraternal or charitable programs unless food is served. Section 8 requires
that the council must maintain Host Liquor Liability insurance. Section 9 requires that
the Home Corporation maintain liability insurance, including Dram Shop Liability
insurance, in connection with the operation of its bar. Section 13 requires that the
Home Corporation must hold all applicable licenses, including liquor licenses.

Scenario 4: A Home Corporation has sold its building and property, and members are now in
conflict over how the proceeds of the sale should be distributed. Half of the members want to
keep the money and save it to buy another building, while the other half want to donate the
funds to charity. The members are bitterly divided, and several officers have stepped down from
their positions. Many members are threatening to leave the council and some have already left,
while others want to dissolve the Home Corporation altogether. General attendance at meetings
and council events is down and morale is low.

Resolution: Terms of Use Agreement Section 18 sets forth a three-tiered dispute
resolution process. Charitable Distribution Agreement Section 2 provides that the real
property and assets of the Home Corporation will be transferred to the council, if
legally permissible, or donated to a charitable organization upon dissolution of the
Home Corporation, unless the Home Corporation decides to purchase another building
within three years. Upon the transfer of the proceeds to the council, the funds become
“council funds” within the meaning of Section 122 of the Laws of the Order.
Accordingly, the disposition of the council funds will be subject to the procedural due
process provision contained in Section 122. Section 5 of the Charitable Distribution
Agreement sets forth a three-tiered dispute resolution process to address disputes
between members of the council and Home Corporation.

Scenario 5: A Home Corporation rents its facility to a New Age fair with astrologers, psychics,
tarot card readers and crystal healers. The New Age fair proprietors use the trademarked name
and emblem of the Knights of Columbus to promote the event. Despite multiple warnings from
the local council to stop renting its facilities to third-party renters who are infringing upon the
Order’s valuable Trademarks and causing harm to the reputation of the Knights of Columbus,
the Home Corporation continues to do so. The local priest has heard of the Home Corporation’s
actions, and at Mass he has publicly condemned the Corporation’s decision to continue to rent
to the New Age fair. The local bishop has also become aware of the situation and is extremely
upset with the Knights of Columbus and has registered a complaint with the state deputy. The
pastor has written directly to the Supreme Knight. Members are in conflict with each other, and
many have left the council because of the scandal involved.

Resolution: Terms of Use Agreement Section 10.4 specifies that the Home Corporation
must include a Rental Agreement Addendum (Schedule 1) to its standard rental
agreement that prohibits the third-party renter from using the Order’s valuable
Trademarks in connection with its rental. In the event that the Home Corporation
continues to allow third-party renters to infringe on the Order’s Trademarks and to
damage the reputation of the Knights of Columbus, Section 16 allows the council to
terminate the Terms of Use Agreement on the basis that such infringements constitute
a material breach of the agreement.

Scenario 6: A council holds its regular monthly meetings at the local Home Corporation
building. The council displays the emblem of the Order on the building, along with “Knights of
Columbus” in large lettering, but does not include the council’s name or information on when
the council meets. The Home Corporation’s legal corporate name is “Knights of Columbus Club,
Inc.” and its website uses the Knights of Columbus Trademarks to promote building rentals.
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Resolution: Terms of Use Agreement Section 11 provides guidelines on how a council
may display the Order’s Trademarks on the Home Corporation’s facility. Section 10.2
prohibits the Home Corporation from using the Trademarks of the Knights of Columbus
in its corporate name and the Home Corporation should take immediate steps to change
its name. Section 10.4 prohibits third-party renters from using the Trademarks of the
Knights of Columbus in promoting the event of the third-party renter.

Section 2: Opportunities for Charitable Service

Councils should make Home Corporation facilities centres for charitable activity in the
community to the greatest extent possible. The following are examples of successful use of Home
Corporation facilities.

Scenario 7: For the 22nd consecutive year, Fairview Council 4044 in Chicopee, Massachusetts,
hosted its annual Thanksgiving dinner at the Home Corporation facility it uses, serving more
than 3,800 meals throughout the week. Beginning on the Monday before Thanksgiving, council
members delivered 2,000 meals to the homebound and cooked for about 400 people at the
Chicopee Boys and Girls Club. The council also delivered food to military personnel at Westover
Air Reserve Base and served food at a local soup kitchen before joining 200 volunteers at the
Home Corporation facility to wait on approximately 1,000 diners there. The staff used the Home
Corporation kitchen to prepare in total 4,200 pounds of turkey, 1,000 pounds of potatoes, 1,200
pounds of squash and 1,000 gallons of gravy.

Scenario 8: When a fertilizer plant exploded in West, Texas, in 2013, members of West Council
2305 used the Home Corporation facility as a center of community support and charity. In less
than 48 hours after the explosion, the council used the Home Corporation facility to host the
people of West and served a hamburger supper, offering neighbors and friends a chance to grieve
and be together. The following Sunday after Mass, more than 500 people traveled to the Home
Corporation facility for a community luncheon. Due to its central location, the Home
Corporation facility became vital to relief efforts. The Red Cross, several major insurance
companies, and a number of other agencies, organizations and ministries joined together at the
Home Corporation facility to provide a wide variety of services to those in need, including food
and other supplies, spiritual guidance, mental health assistance, insurance aid and legal
consultation. The facility also served as a meeting place after the funerals of the fallen, with the
council donating the food for luncheons after services.

Council 1459, New Brunswick, Canada. (Photo courtesy Knights of Columbus Multimedia Archives)
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L] L

Council Checklist for Assessment of
Council/Corporation Relationship

Officers’ Meeting
Invite the district deputy to the next officers’ meeting.

The grand knight, and other officers should undertake an initial assessment of
whether their council’s continued use of Home Corporation facilities supports
or impedes their council’s ability to fulfill the mission of Knights of Columbus.
This analysis should be undertaken at a regular officers’ meeting, using the five
factors listed below in number 3.

Five leading factors to determine whether Home Corporation problems are substantially
impacting a council’s ability to carry out the mission of the Knights of Columbus
and whether it is time for the council to move into a parish:

i. Whether the majority of council members’ time, resources, and attention are
devoted to addressing the problems and concerns of the Home Corporation
whose facility it uses.

ii. Whether a Home Corporation’s property tax obligation, utility bills, liability
insurance premiums, and other expenses are so burdensome that it is forced to
charge the council and its members a disproportionate rent or other fees that
may exceed fair market rents of similar facilities in the area.

iii. Whether a Home Corporation struggles to find suitable rentals to pay its bills
because of competition from modern professional banquet halls and hotel
facilities in the same area.

iv. Whether the local reputation of the Knights of Columbus is defined more by
non-Knights of Columbus rentals of a Home Corporation’s facilities than by the
Order’s charitable and evangelical mission.

v. Whether there is such strife, factionalism, and outright conflict among
members concerning the Home Corporation that the Order’s principle of Unity
is broken and the council is unable to effectively carry out its essential mission
and attract new members.

If the officers find that their council is experiencing one or more of the scenarios
described in the five factors above, the officers should seriously consider helping
their council establish itself as a parish-based council.

The district deputy, council advocate, and other officers review this Handbook for
Councils Using Home Corporation Facilities. Those councils that are moving to a
parish should review and use Appendices B, C, and H. Those councils that have
determined that the Home Corporation continues to support its mission should

17




review and use Appendices D, E, F, and G. All councils should conduct themselves
in accordance with and adhere to the conflict of interest guidance summary
[Appendix I].

If there are written agreements between the Home Corporation and council, the
council should consult with an attorney prior to and with regard to entering into
the Terms of Use Agreement and the Charitable Distribution Agreement or the
disengagement from the relationship through the council disengagement procedure.

The district deputy should relay any questions or concerns that the officers may
have directly to the state deputy and the state advocate. The district deputy should
plan to attend the council’s (or assembly’s and/or chapter’s, if applicable) next two
business meetings.

For those councils that are continuing to use Home Corporation facilities, council
officers should schedule a meeting with Home Corporation officers to present the
Supreme Council’s policy and agreements for Home Corporation officers’ review
and consideration.

For those councils that are continuing to use Home Corporation facilities, council
officers should contact insurance agent recommended by Office of Supreme Advocate
[Appendix K] or a local trusted insurance broker.

L] IIL

First Business Meeting

At the next regular business meeting, when discussing new business, the grand knight
announces the Supreme Knight’s request that the officers of every council using
Home Corporation facilities undertake an assessment of the relationship between
the council and the Home Corporation. The district deputy is on hand to answer
questions and to relate any concerns to the state deputy and the state advocate.

If the council officers have decided that the council should move to a parish, the
grand knight informs members that there will be a vote at the next business
meeting to adopt a motion [Appendix C] that authorizes the grand knight to send a
Letter of Disengagement, and if appropriate, to enter into a Charitable Distribution
Agreement (for Use Without Terms of Use Agreement) on behalf of the members of
the council [Appendix HJ.

For those councils that are continuing to use Home Corporation facilities, the grand
knight should reiterate the Supreme Council’s policy that all councils using Home
Corporation facilities must have agreements in place between the council and the
Home Corporation [Appendix A]. The grand knight informs members that there
will be a vote at the next business meeting to adopt a motion [Appendix E] that
authorizes the grand knight or deputy grand knight to enter into the agreements
with the Home Corporation [Appendices F and G| on behalf of the members of

the council.
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] TIII.

After The First Business Meeting

The grand knight sends written notice via regular mail notifying council members of
the upcoming vote not less than 20 days prior to next business meeting.

For a vote on a motion for disengagement and establishment as a parish-based
council, the Meeting Notice Postcard for Disengagement [Appendix B] should be
used. The grand knight should proceed to Step IV below for the second business
meeting’s procedure.

For a vote on entering into the Terms of Use Agreement and Charitable Distribution
Agreement, the Meeting Notice Postcard for Agreements [Appendix D] should be
used. The grand knight should proceed directly to Step VI below for the second
business meeting’s procedure.

L] 1V

Second Business Meeting for Disengagement

At the second business meeting of a council that is moving to a parish, the grand
knight announces a vote to adopt the written motion that grants the grand knight the
express authority to sign the Disengagement Letter [Appendix C].

Unless the council’s by-laws establish a quorum, a majority of members of the Council
is required as a quorum for the vote to be valid. The list of the members in attendance
at the meeting should be stapled to the Minutes of Meeting for Disengagement.

The district deputy is on hand to answer questions and attend the vote of the council.
The council votes to adopt the written motion and imprints it with the council seal.

Upon adoption, the council records these actions in the minutes book.

After The Second Business Meeting which Authorized the
Motion for Disengagement

After adopting a motion for disengagement [see Minutes of Meeting for Disengagement,
Appendix CJ, the grand knight prints out the Disengagement Letter attached to the
Minutes of Meeting for Disengagement [Appendix C, Attachment 1] and fills out the
information required on the letter.

The grand knight signs the letter and has it delivered to the President of the Home
Corporation, keeping a copy of the signed letter for the council’s files.

If a Charitable Distribution Agreement (For Use Without Terms of Use Agreement)
[Appendix H] is required, the grand knight follows the procedures set forth in Sections
VII, VIII and IX below with respect to signing only the Charitable Distribution
Agreement (For Use Without Terms of Use Agreement).

The council sends via email a copy of approved written motion, Disengagement Letter
and, if entered into, Charitable Distribution Agreement (For Use Without Terms of Use
Agreement) to: council.handbook@kofc.org. Be sure to put the council number as the
first item in the email’s subject line.
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L] VI

Second Business Meeting for Entering into Agreements

At the second business meeting of a council that will continue to use Home Corporation
facilities, the grand knight announces a vote to adopt a motion [Appendix E| that
grants him or the deputy grand knight the express authority to sign the agreements
with the Home Corporation [Appendices F and G| on behalf of the members of the
council and directs him to do so.

Unless the council’s by-laws establish a quorum, eight members of the council are
required as a quorum for the vote to be valid. The list of the members in attendance at
the meeting should be stapled to the Minutes of Meeting authorizing the grand knight
or deputy grand knight to Sign the Terms of Use Agreement and Charitable
Distribution Agreement.

The district deputy is on hand to answer questions and attend the vote of the council.
The council votes to adopt the written motion and imprints it with the council seal.

Upon adoption, the council records these actions in the minutes book.

After The Second Business Meeting which Authorized Signing
of the Agreements
After adopting the motion, the grand knight prints out two copies of the Agreements

(one set for the council, another set for the Home Corporation) and fills out the
information required on the signature pages of the Agreements.

|| VIII.

Agreements Signing

The grand knight and Home Corporation president meet in the presence of a
Commissioner of Oaths where the grand knight and the president each review the
Agreements to ensure that all of the information on the signature pages of each set of
Agreements is correct.

The grand knight and the president sign both sets of Agreements duly sworn before a
Commissioner of Oaths to create one original set for the council and another original
set for the Home Corporation.

L] IX.

After Agreements Signing

The district deputy reports to the state advocate and the state deputy that the council
has successfully entered into the Agreements with the Home Corporation.

The council and Home Corporation each retain an original set of the Agreements and
the council’s approved written motion.

The council sends via email a copy of the Agreements, approved written motion, and
the council’s certificate of insurance to: council.handbook@kofc.org. Be sure to put the
council number as the first item in the email’s subject line.
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Assessment Score Sheet

Councils should use this score sheet to help guide their assessment of the viability of a Home
Corporation’s facility as a meeting place for their council. The results of this assessment are
essential to ensuring that a council makes an informed decision about whether to continue using
a Home Corporation facility or to become a parish-based council. The presence of any of the
following five factors may constitute sufficient cause for officers to recommend that their
council seriously consider moving to a parish.

| | Member Focus on Maintenance of Home Corporation Facility

1. Do members of your council spend a majority of their time and resources on the
management of the Home Corporation’s facilities? Does time taken up with
addressing Home Corporation issues represent time lost to the council to carry out
Knights of Columbus programs and activities promoting Building the Domestic
Church While Strengthening Our Parish!?

2. Does focus and attention on maintenance of Home Corporation facilities among
members of the council detract from the council’s ability to fulfill the fraternal and
charitable mission of the Knights of Columbus?

3. Do you think that the management and maintenance issues relating to the Home
Corporation are going to discourage new members from joining your council?

|| Financial Burdens on Members

1. Are the Home Corporation’s tax obligations, utility bills, liability insurance premiums,
and other expenses causing it to run a deficit and/or go into debt? Is the Home
Corporation carrying debt? If so, how much? Does it have a viable plan to get out
of debt?

2. Does the council subsidize the Home Corporation by rental payments or other
monetary transfers?

3. If the council pays rent to use the Home Corporation’s facilities, does the amount
exceed fair market rents of similar facilities in the area?

4. Does your council have the means to continue paying rent to the Home Corporation?
Is this the best use of the council’s resources?
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| | Competition with Local Banquet Halls, Hotels, and Other Venues

1.

Is the Home Corporation struggling to find suitable rental business to pay its bills
because of competitively priced modern banquet halls and hotel facilities?

Is the Home Corporation facility in need of major repairs and renovations? Does the
Home Corporation have the means to pay for such repairs and renovations?

Do you think that the Home Corporation’s facilities will be an attractive rental
option relative to other newer professional banquet facilities in the local community?

| | Knights of Columbus Mission and Identity v. Local Reputation

1.

Is the reputation of the Knights of Columbus in your community defined more by
third-party rentals of a Home Corporation’s facilities than by the Order’s fraternal
and charitable programs?

Are the Home Corporation’s facilities used principally for third-party rentals or to
host Knights of Columbus programs and activities that help Catholic men become
better husbands and fathers, enhance Catholic family life, and build up the Church
by strengthening the parish community?

Is the reputation of the Home Corporation aligned with the Catholic mission and
identity of the Knights of Columbus?

Do you think that the Home Corporation facility is the best place to conduct the
programs and activities associated with the Building the Domestic Church While
Strengthening Our Parish initiative?

[ ] Cause of Conflict and Division

1.

Is the governance of the Home Corporation, including the management of its facilities,
assets, and generation of revenue, a source of strife, factionalism, and conflict among
members of the council?

If so, is the Order’s principle of Unity broken as a result?

If so, is the council able to fulfill its fraternal and charitable mission and attract new
members?

If so, will it impair the council’s efforts to promote the Building the Domestic
Church While Strengthening Our Parish initiative?
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Appendix A

RESOLUTION NO. 340

SUBORDINATE UNIT OBLIGATION TO HAVE A TERMS OF USE AGREEMENT AND
CHARITABLE DISTRIBUTION AGREEMENT IN PLACE WITH HOME CORPORATIONS

WHEREAS, Knights of Columbus is a Connecticut non-stock corporation (“Knights of
Columbus”), which received its corporate charter from the General Assembly of the State of
Connecticut in 1882, the year of its founding; and

WHEREAS, subordinate councils or other branches and divisions of Knights of Columbus
(collectively “Subordinate Units”) hold charters conferred upon them by Knights of Columbus or
are otherwise approved by the Board of Directors of Knights of Columbus; and

WHEREAS, independent corporations which are incorporated under state law (“Home
Corporations”) often provide premises for Subordinate Units to hold council meetings and other
functions; and

WHEREAS, the Supreme Council wishes to clarify the policy which helps Subordinate
Units avoid problems with Home Corporations before they occur and which enable Subordinate
Units to resolve disputes with Home Corporations without litigation, or acrimony.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that pursuant to the Charter, Constitution and
Laws of the Knights of Columbus, including but not limited to, Section 4 of the Charter of
the Knights of Columbus and Section 2 of the Constitution of the Knights of Columbus, the
Supreme Council is hereby adopting a policy that Subordinate Units using premises of Home
Corporations for meetings and other functions must have a signed terms of use agreement
(“Terms of Use Agreement”) and a charitable distribution agreement (“Charitable Distribution
Agreement”) in place with the Home Corporations; and

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the model Terms of Use Agreement and the model
Charitable Distribution Agreement (collectively the “Model Agreements”) as approved by the
Board of Directors at its January 2014 meeting, and distributed to State Deputies at the June,
2014 Organizational Meeting of State Deputies, in New Haven, Connecticut, and distributed to
State Advocates at their June 2014 meeting, in Dallas, Texas, and as published on the Officer’s
Desk Reference, which may from time to time be amended by the Board of Directors, are the
model agreements authorized by the Supreme Council for Subordinate Units to sign with
Home Corporations; and

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the model Terms of Use Agreement and model Charitable
Distribution Agreement are to be made available to Subordinate Units; and

FURTHER RESOLVED, that unless there exists a compelling reason to the contrary, it
is the policy of the Supreme Council that all Subordinate Units which use Home Corporation
facilities shall implement the Model Agreements and the Model Agreements shall supersede
any prior agreements or understandings; and

FURTHER RESOLVED, for the purposes of this Resolution only, that in the absence of
Subordinate Unit by-laws establishing a quorum for Subordinate Unit meetings, eight (8) voting
members shall be the quorum necessary for a meeting at which the Subordinate Unit and its

An electronic version of this form is available
on the Officers’ Desk Reference.
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members shall authorize an agent to enter into the Terms of Use Agreement and Charitable
Distribution Agreement, provided, however, that notwithstanding whether the Subordinate
Unit’s by-laws state otherwise, in the event there are fewer than fifteen (15) voting members in
the Subordinate Unit, then a simple majority of voting members will be sufficient to constitute a
quorum for such purpose; and

FURTHER RESOLVED, that in accordance with Section 32.4 of the Laws of the Knights
of Columbus, the Supreme Advocate’s office is assigned the duty of providing counsel and
advice to Subordinate Units regarding the Supreme Council’s policy that Subordinate Units
using Home Corporation premises have in place Terms of Use Agreements and Charitable
Distribution Agreements; and

FURTHER RESOLVED, that for specific contract review and negotiations with a Home
Corporation with respect to the Model Agreements, it is recommended that each Subordinate
Unit retain its own attorney, as necessary; and

FURTHER RESOLVED, that in accordance with Section 4 of the Charter of the Knights
of Columbus, and Section 2 of the Constitution of the Knights of Columbus, and subject to
enforcement, including without limitation, under Section 157.1 of the Laws of the Knights of
Columbus, Subordinate Units shall be governed by this Resolution as a rule of the Order.

On recommendation of the Resolutions Committee, | move Adoption of Resolution 340.

Recommendation approved by the Supreme Council, August 2014.

An electronic version of this form is available
on the Officers’ Desk Reference.
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Appendix B

Meeting Notice Postcard for Disengagement

Upcoming Meeting Notice
Knights of Columbus Council [1234]
[MM/DD/YY] at [Time]

At its next business meeting on [date] at [time],
Council [####] will hold a vote to adopt a written
motion that authorizes its grand knight/deputy grand
knight to give written notice to [Legal Name of Home
Corporation] that Council [####] will establish itself as
a parish-based council and disengagement from the
relationship with [Legal Name of Home Corporation].
Your attendance at this meeting is strongly encouraged.

Phone: 555.555.1234
Email address
Council Web site address

Back
[Council Name]
Street Address
Address 2
City, Province, Postal Code
Recipient Name
Street Address
Address 2
City, Province, Postal Code
Front

An electronic version of this form is available
on the Officers’ Desk Reference.
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Appendix C

Minutes of Meeting For Disengagement

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL NO.
MOTION FOR DISENGAGEMENT FROM , INC.

Minutes of a meeting held at on [DD/MM/2016] at [insert time] pm

Present: Those present at the meeting, all of whom are included on the attached list [attach
list of attendees] being a total of members out of a total of eligible members, and
therefore being a quorum of Knights of Columbus Council No. (“Council”).

ON THE MOTION DULY MADE, SECONDED AND APPROVED, IT WAS RESOLVED
THAT a majority of the members present at Council's regular business meeting authorize
Council and the Grand Knight to give written notice to , Inc. (“Corporation”)
that the Council (i) will henceforth establish itself as a parish-based Council, (ii) will no longer
meet at the physical facilities owned by the Corporation, (iii) will no longer have any interest in
the Corporation, economic or otherwise, which it has or ever had, (iv) hereby forever severs,
renounces and relinquishes all ties with the Corporation, (v) notwithstanding any other provision
to the contrary, no member or officer of the Council will continue as or become a member,
officer or director of the Corporation unless such member or officer voluntarily elects to do so in
writing to the Corporation after the date of the Disengagement Letter and (vi) that the Grand
Knight [or Deputy Grand Knight] is authorized to sign the attached Charitable Distribution
Agreement (without the Terms of Use Agreement). The Grand Knight is hereby authorized on
behalf of the Council and its members to act as an agent of the Council in giving such notice to
, Inc., and to sign the Disengagement Letter attached to these Minutes
of Meeting and the Charitable Distribution Agreement on behalf of the Council and its members.

Grand Knight Attest

Date
Council Seal

An electronic version of this form is available
on the Officers’ Desk Reference.
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Disengagement Letter to Corporation

[Letterhead of Knights of Columbus Council No. ]
Via FedEx
, 2016
Mr.
President
, Inc.
[Address]

[City, Province, Postal Code]

Re: Disengagement from Relationship with , Inc. (“Corporation”)

Dear Mr.

| am the Grand Knight of Knights of Columbus Council No. (“Council”). I am writing
to inform you of the following which has been approved by the members of the Council.

The Council (i) will henceforth establish itself as a parish-based Council, (ii) will no
longer meet at the physical facilities of the Corporation, (iii) will no longer have any interest in
the Corporation, economic or otherwise, which it has or ever had, (iv) is forever severing,
renouncing and relinquishing all ties with the Corporation, and (v) notwithstanding any other
provision to the contrary, no member or officer of the Council will continue as or become a
member, officer or director of the Corporation unless such member or officer voluntarily elects
to do so in writing to the Corporation after the date of this letter.

We also bring to your attention that the Knights of Columbus name is a Federally
registered trademark owned by Knights of Columbus. As such, the Knights of Columbus name
should be removed from the building, the website and from any reference in the corporate
name.

We strongly suggest that you consult with your accountant and lawyer with respect to
the effects of the severing of this relationship.

Very truly yours,
Knights of Columbus Council No.

By:

Grand Knight

An electronic version of this form is available
on the Officers’ Desk Reference.
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Appendix D

Meeting Notice Postcard for Agreements

Upcoming Meeting Notice
Knights of Columbus Council [1234]
[MM/DD/YY] at [Time]

At its next business meeting on [date] at [time],
Council [####] will hold a vote to adopt a written
motion that authorizes its grand knight/deputy
grand knight to enter into a Terms of Use
Agreement and Charitable Distribution Agreement
with [Legal Name of Home Corporation]. Your
attendance at this meeting is strongly encouraged.

Phone: 555.555.1234
Email address

Council Web site address

Back
[Council Name]
Street Address
Address 2
City, Province, Postal Code
Recipient Name
Street Address
Address 2
City, Province, Postal Code
Front

An electronic version of this form is available
on the Officers’ Desk Reference.
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Appendix E

— Minutes of Meeting Providing Authorization —

Minutes of Meeting held at [location]
on [mm/dd/yyyy] at [insert time] pm

Present: Those present at the meeting, all of whom are included
on the attached list [attach list of attendees] being a quorum of

Knights of Columbus [council name and #].

ON MOTION DULY MADE, SECONDED AND
APPROVED, IT WAS RESOLVED THAT a majority of the
members present at the council’s regular business
meeting authorize the Grand Knight [or Deputy Grand
Knight] of Knights of Columbus [council name and #] to
sign the attached Terms of Use Agreement and Charitable
Distribution Agreement on behalf of the Knights of

Columbus [council name and #] and its members.

Grand Knight [or Deputy Financial Secretary
Grand Knight]

Council Seal

An electronic version of this form is available
on the Officers’ Desk Reference.
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Appendix F

TERMS OF USE AGREEMENT FOR HOME CORPORATION FACILITIES
BY KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS SUBORDINATE UNIT
(Canada — Quebec)

This TERMS OF USE AGREEMENT FOR HOME CORPORATION FACILITIES
BY KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS SUBORDINATE UNIT (“Agreement”) is made as of the
day of , 20 by and between:

SUBORDINATE UNIT (including, but not limited to, subordinate councils,
assemblies, circles, chapters, etc.):

Knights of Columbus Council/Assembly/Circle/Chapter

Name No.

an unincorporated association holding a charter from Knights of Columbus or otherwise
approved by the Board of Directors of Knights of Columbus.

Address:

Address:

Federal Tax Charity Registration Number or Business Number (if any):
(“Subordinate Unit”)

and
CORPORATION:
Name:
Address:
Address:

A corporation organized under the laws of the Province of

Federal Tax Charity Registration Number or Business Number (if any):

(“Corporation”)
CORPORATION PREMISES:

Address:

Address:

(“Premises”)
ANNUAL FEE:

Annual Fee: $

. Initials
An electronic version of this form is available Slgnature Page 1of2 INIT
on the Officers’ Desk Reference. Initials
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SIGN SIGN

An electronic version of this form is available

TERM DATE:

Commencement Date: , 20

This Agreement is subject to the Terms and Conditions attached hereto and
made a part hereof.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this Agreement is hereby executed as of the date first
above written.

SUBORDINATE UNIT CORPORATION

Knights of Columbus
Council/Assembly/Circle/Chapter

Name: Name:
No. #

Name: Name:
Title: Title:
PROVINCE OF PROVINCE OF
CITY OF CITY OF
On the day of On the day of

in the year in the year

before me personally before me personally
came to came to
me known, who, being by me duly me known, who, being by me duly
sworn, did depose and say that he sworn, did depose and say that he
resides in resides in
that he is the that he is the

of the of the
(name of (name of

subordinate unit), the subordinate unit corporation), the corporation described in and
described in and which executed the above which executed the above instrument; and that
instrument; and that he signed his name he signed his name thereto by authority of the
thereto by authority of said subordinate unit board of directors of said corporation.

identified above.

Commissioner of Oaths Commissioner of Oaths

. Initials
Signature Page 2 of 2 S~ -
on the Officers’ Desk Reference. Initials
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS
In consideration of the mutual covenants set forth herein, and for other good and
valuable consideration, including without limitation the Charitable Distribution Agreement
being executed simultaneously herewith by and between the parties hereto, the receipt
and sufficiency of which are acknowledged, Subordinate Unit and Corporation each
hereby agree as follows:

1. DEFINITIONS AND OBJECTIVE.

1.1 Subordinate Unit. Subordinate Unit is an unincorporated association
holding a charter from Knights of Columbus (as hereinafter defined) or is otherwise
approved by the Board of Directors of Knights of Columbus (as hereinafter defined).

1.2  Corporation. Corporation is a corporation incorporated under laws of the
province in which Corporation is domiciled. Corporation is a legal entity separate and
distinct from Subordinate Unit and Knights of Columbus (as hereinafter defined).

1.3  Knights of Columbus. Knights of Columbus is a Connecticut non-stock
corporation (“Knights of Columbus”), which received its corporate charter from the
General Assembly of the State of Connecticut in 1882, the year of its founding.

The Supreme Office of Knights of Columbus is located in New Haven, Connecticut.
Knights of Columbus is not a party to th